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The general policy pursued by Spain under the several cap-
tains general in Cuba, considered with the method of concentra-
tion of the islanders in horrible stockades without conveniences
or protection, exposed to rain and noxious diseases on a scant
allowance of food, shocked the sense of humanity of the Ameri-
can people. The spirit of sympathy naturally awakened
throughout our country went out in fullest measure to the peo-
ple on a neighboring island so close to our shores, where peace,
prosperity and plenty abounded. The distance separating this
beautiful island from the continent lying north, of which it was
geographically a constituent part, was such as to invite the assist-
ance of sympathetic adventurous spirits, ready at such times
to aid and assist those whom they believed to be oppressed.

To avoid violating the good faith of a neutral, and to main-
tain the principle of non-interference with the internal govern-
ment of Spain in her colony, our Government had been obliged
to employ its armed power to prevent the fitting out of expedi-
tions destined to Cuba from various points on the Atlantic and
Gulf coasts. Notwithstanding the measures adopted by our Gov-
ernment for more than a year, in watching its several ports to
prevent the escape of vessels with material clandestinely col-
lected for surreptitious shipment to Cuban shores, it was not
possible to suppress the traffic.

To many thoughtful people the determined resistance of the
Gomez revolution was believed to be that moment in the destiny
of Cuba when it must be decided for all time whether two
nations, so different in racial characteristics, customs and aims,
could live in close proximity, except under the most perfect
terms of reciprocity, without clashing sooner or later.

Froude has laid down as a rule in the life of nations who
colonize other lands that, unless the parent nation extends to
the colony the same laws, the same rights, the same guaranty
of protection as are enjoyed by those living under the home
government, the seeds of discord will soon grow up in discon-
tent ; that appeals to the parent government sooner or later take
the form of resistance to discriminations, and as time grows split
the colony irrevocably from the mother country.

From day to day the excitement of the Cuban struggle grew
among our people, spreading to every hamlet, village, town and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